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Qatar Museums and UK Partners Agree on Joint Advancement of Creative Industries as Part of
Ongoing Years of Culture Collaboration

11 December 2025 — Doha, Qatar: Qatar Museums (QM) signed a Memorandum of Understanding
(MoU) with the United Kingdom’s Department for Business and Trade and the British Council, marking an
important milestone in the long-standing cultural relationship nurtured through the Qatar-UK 2013 Year
of Culture and subsequent programming. The agreement promotes deep collaboration across creative
industries, reinforcing a shared commitment to knowledge exchange and cultural dialogue.

At the heart of the MoU is a shared belief in the value of creativity as a driver of economic growth,
cultural understanding, and community engagement. Under the agreement, both sides will work
together to support artists, designers, filmmakers, musicians, and other creative professionals through
residencies, training programmes, and mentorship. The partnership will also help build networks and
provide access to professional platforms, enabling emerging and established talent to expand their skills
and reach wider audiences.

CEO of Qatar Museums Mohammed Saad Al Rumaihi highlighted the significance of the partnership and
its link to the Years of Culture initiative. “This MoU is a natural extension of our ongoing collaboration
under the Qatar-UK 2013 Years of Culture, which has created lasting creative partnerships. Together,
Qatar and the UK will expand opportunities for cultural and economic exchange, enhance international
visibility for creative voices, and build infrastructure that supports the creative sectors in both nations.”

The MoU places special emphasis on museum and heritage cooperation, reflecting the importance of
exhibitions and cultural programming in strengthening public engagement. Joint exhibitions, research
exchange, and shared initiatives will help build institutional capacity while promoting dialogue between
creative experts from both countries.

Rupert Daniels, Director of Services at the UK’s Department for Business and Trade reflected, "Today’s
forum has united cultural leaders, policymakers, entrepreneurs, and creatives from Qatar and the UK to
harness the transformative power of the creative industries in shaping inclusive and sustainable growth.
This MoU reflects the UK’s commitment to supporting Qatar’s creative ambitions and our shared vision
for a vibrant future. Together, we will spark innovation and create the storytellers of the future."

Director of the British Council in Qatar is Dr. Waseem Kotoub emphasised the importance of the Years of
Culture legacy in shaping the new partnership. “The Years of Culture collaboration has demonstrated the
power of sustained cultural engagement to build trust, drive innovation, and strengthen the creative
sector in both the UK and Qatar. This MoU reflects our commitment to deepen that partnership through
practical cooperation, knowledge exchange, and institutional collaboration.”

Innovation and entrepreneurship are also key pillars of the agreement. Both nations will share best
practices to support startups and small creative businesses, particularly in sectors such as fashion,
media, design, photography, and music. Through programmes and incubation opportunities, the
agreement seeks to empower independent creatives and build a successful, sustainable creative
ecosystem.
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Beyond institutional cooperation, the MoU highlights public engagement as an essential goal.
Community-focused art projects, cultural initiatives, youth competitions, and public space installations
will encourage deeper cultural awareness and bring creativity directly to communities.

Looking ahead, the MoU is expected to support cultural and economic development in the creative
industries of both nations. It aligns with QM’s strategic efforts to position Qatar as a dynamic hub for
creativity and cultural innovation and exemplifies the ultimate of the Years of Culture initiative. By
strengthening ties that began as part of the Qatar—-UK 2013 Year of Culture, this latest initiative
reinforces the legacy of the programme and its role as a catalyst for international cultural cooperation.

-ENDS-

About Years of Culture

The Years of Culture initiative, chaired by Her Excellency Sheikha Al Mayassa bint Hamad bin Khalifa Al
Thani, spearheads long-lasting cultural partnerships between Qatar and other nations. It exists to
promote respect and understanding among diverse cultures and serves as a catalyst for bringing people
together, nurturing connections, encouraging dialogue, and deepening understanding. At its heart, Years
of Culture celebrates the power of cultural exchange, which enriches Qatar’s ties with partner countries
beyond the dedicated year.

Each year is organised with support from Qatar and partner countries’ cultural institutions, ministries,
foundations, and private and public sector partners, with assistance from Embassies in Qatar and
abroad. Programmes are tailored to explore the unique nature of each partner country with a focus
on cultural heritage, creative industries, social and economic development, and innovation.

Previous Years of Culture have included: Qatar-Japan 2012, Qatar-UK 2013, Qatar-Brazil 2014, Qatar-
Turkiye 2015, Qatar-China 2016, Qatar-Germany 2017, Qatar-Russia 2018, Qatar-India 2019, Qatar-
France 2020, Qatar-USA 2021, Qatar-MENASA 2022, Qatar-Indonesia 2023, and Qatar-Morocco 2024.
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About Qatar Museums

Now marking its 20th anniversary, Qatar Museums (QM), the nation’s preeminent institution for art and
culture, provides authentic and inspiring cultural experiences through a growing network of museums,
heritage sites, festivals, public art installations, and programmes. QM preserves and expands the nation’s
cultural offerings, sharing art and culture from Qatar, the Middle East, North Africa, and South Asia
(MENASA) with the world and enriching the lives of citizens, residents, and visitors.
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Under the patronage of His Highness the Amir, Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad Al Thani, and led by its
Chairperson, Her Excellency Sheikha Al Mayassa bint Hamad bin Khalifa Al Thani, QM has made Qatar a
vibrant centre for the arts, culture, and education in the Middle East and beyond. QM is integral to the
goal of developing an innovative, diverse, and progressive nation, bringing people together to ignite new
thinking, spark critical cultural conversations, and amplify the voices of Qatar’s people. Since its founding
in 2005, QM has overseen the development of museums and festivals including the Museum of Islamic
Art (MIA) and MIA Park, Mathaf: Arab Museum of Modern Art, the National Museum of Qatar (NMoQ),
3-2-1 Qatar Olympic and Sports Museum, ALRIWAQ, QM Gallery Katara, the Tasweer Qatar Photo
Festival, and Design Doha. Future projects include Dadu: Children’s Museum of Qatar, Art Mill Museum,
Qatar Auto Museum and the Lusail Museum.

Through its newly created Creative Hub, QM also initiates and supports projects—such as the Fire
Station, the Tasweer Qatar Photo Festival, M7, the creative hub for innovation, fashion and design, and
Liwan Design Studios and Labs—that nurture artistic talent and create opportunities to build a strong
and sustainable cultural infrastructure.

Animating everything that Qatar Museums does is an authentic connection to Qatar and its heritage, a
steadfast commitment to inclusivity and accessibility, and a belief in creating value through invention.



