
 

QPO launches its Argentina debut tour with a Doha performance as part of the Qatar-Argentina 2025 
Year of Culture 

 
14 September 2025 – Doha, Qatar – The Qatar Philharmonic Orchestra (QPO) opened a new chapter in 
its international journey tonight with a landmark concert at the Qatar National Convention Centre 
(QNCC). The performance, a cultural gift free to the public, served as the official launch of QPO’s first 
South American tour and set the stage for its historic debut at Buenos Aires’ storied Teatro Colón on 
September 17. 
 
Organised under the umbrella of the Qatar-Argentina 2025 Year of Culture, the programme underscores 
the Philharmonic’s mission to act as a cultural bridge between Qatar and the world. 
 
A Cross-Continental Musical Dialogue 
Tonight’s performance previewed the repertoire that will travel to Argentina, featuring more than 70 
musicians under the baton of Grammy-nominated Maestro Enrique Arturo Diemecke in his 
much-anticipated return to Teatro Colón, where he previously served as Artistic General Director 
(2017–2022). 
 
The concert highlighted a unique blend of traditions: 

●​ Esteban Benzecry’s Obertura Tanguera – an homage to Argentina’s tango heritage. 
●​ Dana Al Fardan’s Pangea and Borealis – compositions reflecting Qatar’s contemporary voice in 

global music. 
●​ Nasser Sahim’s Four Seasons & Spirit of Maqam – combining Gulf musical scales with symphonic 

orchestration. 
●​ Astor Piazzolla’s Concerto for Bandoneón “Aconcagua”, performed by Argentinian virtuoso Víctor 

Hugo Villena. 
●​ Alberto Ginastera’s Variaciones Concertantes, a gem of Argentina’s modern classical repertoire. 

 
Voices of Partnership 
“The Qatar Philharmonic Orchestra was founded to promote cultural exchange through music, and 
tonight’s concert embodies that mission,” said Kurt Meister, Executive Director of QPO. “Doha’s audience 
has witnessed the beginning of a journey that will soon resonate across continents when we perform at 
Teatro Colón.” 
 
A Legacy of Exchange 
Founded in 2007 by Her Highness Sheikha Moza bint Nasser, QPO brings together musicians from 28 
countries and has already performed at world-renowned venues including La Scala and Royal Albert Hall. 
With tonight’s Doha concert, the Philharmonic continues its tradition of blending Western symphonic 
repertoire with Arab musical heritage while building bridges through cultural diplomacy. 
 
Both tonight’s performance in Doha and the upcoming concert at Teatro Colón are offered as cultural 
gifts from Qatar, reaffirming the power of music to transcend borders and unite audiences. 
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About Years of Culture 
The Years of Culture initiative, chaired by Her Excellency Sheikha Al Mayassa bint Hamad bin Khalifa Al 
Thani, spearheads long-lasting cultural partnerships between Qatar and other nations. It exists to 

 



 

promote respect and understanding among diverse cultures and serves as a catalyst for bringing people 
together, nurturing connections, encouraging dialogue, and deepening understanding. At its heart, Years 
of Culture celebrates the power of cultural exchange, which enriches Qatar’s ties with partner countries 
beyond the dedicated year.  
 
Each year is organised with support from Qatar and partner countries’ cultural institutions, ministries, 
foundations, and private and public sector partners, with assistance from Embassies in Qatar and 
abroad. Programmes are tailored to explore the unique nature of each partner country with a focus 
on cultural heritage, creative industries, social and economic development, and innovation. 
 
Previous Years of Culture have included: Qatar-Japan 2012, Qatar-UK 2013, Qatar-Brazil 2014, 
Qatar-Türkiye 2015, Qatar-China 2016, Qatar-Germany 2017, Qatar-Russia 2018, Qatar-India 2019, 
Qatar-France 2020, Qatar-USA 2021, Qatar-MENASA 2022, Qatar-Indonesia 2023, and Qatar-Morocco 
2024.  
 
FIND US ONLINE: 
Years of Culture  
Website: yearsofculture.qa  
X: @YearsofCulture | Instagram: @YearsofCulture | Facebook: @YearsofCulture 
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