
Press Release 

The British Council Qatar Announces 10th Edition of 
the Qatar-UK Festival 2025, Celebrating a Decade of 
Cultural Collaboration 

● The 10th edition of the Qatar-UK Festival will spotlight ‘Creative Industries’ as this year’s theme, 
celebrating a decade of cultural partnership between Qatar and the UK. 

● Flagship events include the Creative Industries Forum and Fashion Show, alongside visual arts 
exhibitions, photography competitions, gaming contests, teen innovation showcases, and more. 

● The festival runs from 2–12 December 2025, with events hosted across Qatar. 

Doha, 1 December 2025 – The British Council, in partnership with Qatar Museums, the British Embassy 
Doha, and the UK Department for Business & Trade, supported by GREAT campaign proudly announces 
the 10th edition of the Qatar–UK Festival, taking place from 2–12 December 2025. The Festival is an 
ongoing legacy of the hugely successful Qatar-UK 2013 Year of Culture.  

Marking a decade of cultural collaboration, this milestone edition celebrates the strategic partnership 
between Qatar and the UK and the signing of a new Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) between 
Department of Business and Trade, the British Council and Qatar Museums, under the patronage of Her 
Excellency Sheikha Al Mayassa bint Hamad bin Khalifa Al Thani, Chairperson of Qatar Museums. The 
MoU signifies a long-term commitment to advancing collaboration in the creative industries and cultural 
exchange between both nations. 

The 2025 Qatar-UK Festival edition coincides with Qatar Museums’ 20th anniversary, making it a 
particularly special moment that recognises Qatar’s continued investment in arts, culture, and innovation. 
The festival returns as a vibrant platform for creative collaboration, activating the MoU through a 
programme focused on creativity, innovation, and partnership across sectors. 

Through a dynamic programme, the festival will showcase how culture, innovation, and entrepreneurship 
come together to nurture young talent, drive sustainable growth, and deepen people-to-people 
connections. 

Programme Highlights – 10th Edition 

● Creative Industries Forum (10th December, National Museum of Qatar): Flagship policy and 
creative dialogue convening cultural leaders, policymakers, entrepreneurs, and innovators from 
both nations to explore collaboration in fashion, design, media, film and technology, gaming and 
e-sport, cultural infrastructure and creative hubs. 

● Fashion Show (Museum of Islamic Art): A grand event spotlighting sustainability, heritage, 
fashion and sport, and emerging talent in Qatar’s fashion scene. 

● Qatar International Art Festival: Exhibitions and live art from Qatari and international artists, 
reinforcing Qatar’s position as a global arts hub. 

● Photography & AI Competition: Showcasing creative expressions of identity, community, and 
connection, with winning entries exhibited during the festival. 
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● Teen Hub Collaboration: Youth innovation, teens sustainable fashion show, and AI and art 
workshops in partnership with Teen Art Awards.  

● Gaming & E-sports Showcase: Highlighting the intersection of technology, youth culture, and 
digital innovation on 9th December at the Teen Hub. 

Mr Mohammed Saad Al Rumaihi, CEO of Qatar Museums, added: “As Qatar Museums marks its 
20th anniversary, we are honoured to celebrate this milestone alongside the 10th edition of the Qatar–
UK Festival a legacy of the Qatar-UK 2013 Year of Culture. Our partnership with the British Council 
continues to strengthen Qatar’s role as a regional and global cultural hub, championing creativity, 
innovation, and the exchange of ideas that drive the creative economy forward.” 

His Excellency, the British Ambassador to the State of Qatar Mr Neerav Patel said: “I extend my 
heartfelt congratulations to the British Council and the entire team on marking ten years of the Qatar–UK 
Festival, a decade of creative exchange and meaningful connection. The festival embodies the best of 
our longstanding friendship, creativity, collaboration, and shared ambition. It highlights how cultural 
exchange and the creative industries connect our people and open new opportunities for innovation and 
growth. As we celebrate this milestone, the UK remains deeply committed to supporting Qatar’s creative 
journey and our shared vision for the future.” 

Dr Waseem Kotoub, Country Director for British Council Qatar, said: “We are proud to mark the 
10th edition of the Qatar–UK Festival, a legacy built on connection, creativity, and collaboration. Over the 
past decade, the festival has served as a catalyst for dialogue and exchange between Qatar and the UK, 
bringing together artists, entrepreneurs, and policymakers who believe in the power of culture to 
transform societies. We look to the future with renewed energy and purpose, continuing our work to 
support Qatar’s growing creative economy and its ambition to build a knowledge-based economy as 
envisioned in Qatar National Vision 2030. Through education, skills development, and cross-sector 
collaboration, the British Council remains deeply committed to creating opportunities that empower 
young people and drive sustainable growth across both our nations.” 

Strategic partners of the festival this year are the Years of Culture initiative, Qatar Museums, Media City 
and Qatar Development Bank and Scale7, Cultural Attache Office in the UK, Qatar University.  

The festival has also brought a wide range of UK and Qatar partners and businesses to celebrate the 
two nations’ friendship, including Liberty UK, Bentley Cars, Teen Hub, Hurlingham Polo 1875, Polo 
AlMarsa, Tasweer, M7, Qatar International Art Festival, Katara Cultural Village Foundation, Teen art 
awards, Dunes and Bisht Magazines, Quest, The Edge, Qatar Businesswomen Association, KON Group 
W.L.L.  

For more information on the partnership and the Qatar UK Festival programme, please contact: 
Sachi Kumar, Senior Communications Manager, sachi.kumar@britishcouncil.org 
Aya Hassan, Arts Project Manager, aya.hassan@britishcouncil.org  

-ENDS- 

About Qatar-UK Festival: 
Launched as part of the legacy of the Qatar–UK Year of Culture 2013, the Qatar–UK Festival is a 
flagship initiative celebrating the cultural and creative partnership between Qatar and the UK. Organised 
by the British Council in collaboration with Qatar Museums, the British Embassy Doha, and DBT, the 
festival highlights how local creativity creates global impact — fostering cross-sector collaboration and 
nurturing the next generation of innovators. 

The 2025 Qatar–UK Festival edition coincides with Qatar Museums’ 20th anniversary, making it a 
particularly special moment that recognises Qatar’s continued investment in arts, culture, and innovation.  

About British Council: 
The British Council is the UK’s international organisation for cultural relations and educational 
opportunities. We support peace and prosperity by building connections, understanding and trust 
between people in the UK and countries worldwide. We do this through our work in arts and culture, 
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education and the English language. We work with people in over 200 countries and territories and are 
on the ground in more than 100 countries. In 2022–23 we reached 600 million people.  

British Council Qatar – follow us: 
Instagram @qabritishcouncil 
Facebook @BritishCouncilQatar 
Twitter @qaBritish 
Website: www.britishcouncil.qa  

About Qatar Museums: 
Qatar Museums (QM) is the country’s leading institution dedicated to art, culture, and heritage. Since 
2005, QM has developed and managed world-class museums, heritage sites, galleries, public-art 
installations, and cultural events, offering enriching experiences for residents and visitors alike. QM also 
supports creative talent and cultural innovation through artist residencies, design incubators, and 
community programmes. 

For media inquiries, contact: 
Marwa Mohamed/Ramla Shahid 
TishTash Communications 
Marwa@tishtash.com/Ramla@tishtash.com 

About Years of Culture: 
The Years of Culture initiative, chaired by Her Excellency Sheikha Al Mayassa bint Hamad bin Khalifa Al 
Thani, spearheads long-lasting cultural partnerships between Qatar and other nations. It exists to 
promote respect and understanding among diverse cultures and serves as a catalyst for bringing people 
together, nurturing connections, encouraging dialogue, and deepening understanding. At its heart, Years 
of Culture celebrates the power of cultural exchange, which enriches Qatar’s ties with partner countries 
beyond the dedicated year.  

Each year is organised with support from Qatar and partner countries’ cultural institutions, ministries, 
foundations, and private and public sector partners, with assistance from Embassies in Qatar and 
abroad. Programmes are tailored to explore the unique nature of each partner country with a focus 
on cultural heritage, creative industries, social and economic development, and innovation. 

Previous Years of Culture have included: Qatar-Japan 2012, Qatar-UK 2013, Qatar-Brazil 2014, Qatar-
Türkiye 2015, Qatar-China 2016, Qatar-Germany 2017, Qatar-Russia 2018, Qatar-India 2019, Qatar-
France 2020, Qatar-USA 2021, Qatar-MENASA 2022, Qatar-Indonesia 2023, and Qatar-Morocco 2024.  

FIND US ONLINE: 
Years of Culture  
Website: yearsofculture.qa  
X: @YearsofCulture | Instagram: @YearsofCulture | Facebook: @YearsofCulture 

www.britishcouncil.org	 3

https://www.britishcouncil.qa
mailto:Marwa@tishtash.com/Ramla@tishtash.com
https://twitter.com/YearsofCulture?ref_src=twsrc%255Egoogle%257Ctwcamp%255Eserp%257Ctwgr%255Eauthor
https://www.instagram.com/yearsofculture/
https://www.facebook.com/YearsofCulture/

