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Geography (IMO, GCO)

Qatar is a peninsula located on the western
coast of the Arabian Gulf, encompassing
several islands, including Halul, Shraouh,
and Al Asshat. The country spans more than
11,636.8 km? (4,493 miles?) comprised of
mostly flat, arid desert terrain.

Doha, the capital city, is the political, cultural,
and economic hub of the nation. Other major
cities include Al Wakrah, Lusail, Al Khor,
Dukhan, Al Shamal, Mesaieed, and Ras Laffan.
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Climate (IMO, GCO)

The State of Qatar has a distinct desert
climate, characterised by hot, humid
summers, mild winters, and minimal rainfall.
Temperatures in the summer range from 25
to 46 degrees Celsius (77 to 114.8 degrees
Fahrenheit).




*Data as of January 2026 | 2026 yliy yg.is (pia Giszo Sililudl*

olboudl anc

(Jrogall JLaidll iibo)

dooui Gudlo 3 o dlga (pa QLS.m.{lI 2ac jghi
2024 Guibowel g nia

Population (GCO)

As of August 2024, Qatar’s population has
surpassed 3 million people.
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Diversity (Visit Qatar)

Qatar is home to more than 100 nationalities,
with Qatari nationals comprising around 15%
of the population.
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Safety (Visit Qatar)

Qatar consistently ranks as one of the safest
countries in the world. Citizens from more
than 80 countries can enter visa-free, making
it the most open country in the Middle East.
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Education Statistics
(Visit Qatar)
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Qatar has a literacy rate of
about 97%.
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Several internationally
renowned universities have
campuses in Doha, including
Weill Cornell Medical College,
Carnegie Mellon University,
Texas A&M University,
Northwestern University,
Virginia Commonwealth
University School of the
Arts, Georgetown University
School of Foreign Service in
Qatar, and HEC Paris.
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Women constitute 70% of
graduates in fields such

as information systems,
computer engineering,
general engineering,
medicine, pharmacy, and
sciences (MOFA) and 51.6%
of all university engineering
students (MOFA).
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Language (IMO, GCO)

Arabic is the official language. English is
widely used as a second language across the
country.
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Currency (IMO, GCO)

The official currency of Qatar is the Qatari
Riyal (QAR), maintained at a fixed exchange
rate of approximately USD 1= QAR 3.64.
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Qatar’s culture blends Arab tradition with
modern global trends and developments.
The country is home to some of the most
significant collections of Arab art and
historical artefacts in the world, while its
streets and architecture reflect a distinct
cultural heritage. Qatar firmly believes

that culture serves as a bridge for building
understanding between people and
promoting dialogue among civilisations.

To this end, Qatar actively participates in
international cultural activities, as well as
hosts and sponsors a variety of events that
encourage cultural exchange. The Years of
Culture initiative is an extension of that belief
(IMO, GCO).
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History (Qatar Tourism)

Qatar’s history of cross-cultural exchange

is informed by its geography as a peninsula
in the middle of historical trade routes. The
two major groups that contributed to Qatar’s
vibrant cultural legacy were the nomadic
Bedouin tribes and the settled pearl-diving
Hadar community. Aspects of Qatar’s culture,
especially its social structures, have been
documented from the Bedouin community.

Bedouin tribes migrated frequently in search of water and trade, living nomadically in tents
made from Sadu, a textile woven from reared livestock. Bedouins that settled alongside the
coast were known as Hadar. Instead of tents, Hadar resided in permanent houses, traditionally
made of mud brick along the coast. Their non-nomadic lifestyle was supported by men going on
long, dangerous voyages in search of pearls.
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Ancient Industries
(Qatar Tourism)

Without pearl fishing, the Qatar peninsula
would have been almost entirely deserted,
except for small groups of Bedouins who
visited during their annual migrations. Qatar’s
towns and villages were coastal and relied

on pearl fishing for survival, a trade that
dates back as far as 7,000 years ago. Another
lesser-known trade was the manufacturing

of date syrup. It was extracted from the
madbasa, a traditional date press. Nutrient-
dense and high in calories, date syrup gave
locals, especially pearl divers, a quick and
cheap source of energy.
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Hospitality (Qatar Tourism)

Qatar is known for its unmatched level of
hospitality. Every household aims to follow
karam, which translates to generosity, giving
guests the best of what the household has
to offer. Historically, the unspoken rule of the
land was to welcome and host travelers in
your home for three days, offering food, bed,
shelter, and protection, before questioning
their background and purpose of visit.
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Family (Qatar Tourism)

Family values are very important to Qatar’s
culture, which, like other countries in the
MENASA region, is based on collectivism.
Respecting one’s elders is considered a key
virtue in Qatari culture.
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Cuisine

Qatar’s cuisine is based on its history as a
resource strapped country, which led to the

creation of food that was very rich and heavy.

The cuisine is also influenced by Qatar’s
neighbours and features similarities to Indian
cuisine due to the spice trade. The national
dish is Machboos, a layered rice dish similar
to biryani but spiced with a Qatari mix of
spices referred to as Baharat. The Baharat
mix differs from family to family but contains
seven main spices. Mathrooba (beaten rice)
is a slow cooked dish with vegetables, rice,
oats, and meat, and is another example of a
beloved local dish.

Coffee (Qatar Tourism)

When you first come to Qatar you will be
served Gahwa (pronounced Gahw-aa), a
wonderful golden hued coffee drink infused
with cardamom and saffron. There is a lot of
significance placed on the act of serving and
drinking Gahwa in Qatar.
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Equestrian History

The Arabian horse has been central to

Qatari life for centuries. The importance of
horses in Qatari culture can be traced back
to the original Bedouin tribes that lived on
the Arabian Peninsula. For these nomadic
people, horses were essential for survival

in the challenging desert environment and
ultimately became symbols of status and
wealth. Today, horses are celebrated through
various national events and festivals and play
a central role in traditional Qatari sports, such
as horse racing and show jumping. The Qatar
Racing and Equestrian Club (QREC) is the
heart of horse racing in the country, with a
packed racing season each year. Numerous
prestigious events are organised throughout
the year, including the Qatar International
Derby and the H.H. The Amir Sword Festival.
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MUSEUMS AND
INSTITUTIONS

Now marking its 20" anniversary, Qatar
Museums (QM), the nation’s preeminent
institution for art and culture, provides
authentic and inspiring cultural experiences
through a growing network of museums,
heritage sites, festivals, public art installations,
and programmes. QM preserves and expands
the nation’s cultural offerings, sharing art and
culture from Qatar, the Middle East, North
Africa, and South Asia (MENASA) with the
world and enriching the lives of citizens,
residents, and visitors.
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Under the patronage of His Highness the Amir, Sheikh Tamim
bin Hamad Al Thani, and led by its Chairperson, Her Excellency
Sheikha Al Mayassa bint Hamad bin Khalifa Al Thani, QM has
made Qatar a vibrant centre for the arts, culture, and education
in the Middle East and beyond. QM is integral to the goal of
developing an innovative, diverse, and progressive nation,
bringing people together to ignite new thinking, spark critical
cultural conversations, educate and encourage environmental
stewardship and sustainable practices, and amplify the voices
of Qatar’s people.
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Since its founding in 2005, QM has overseen the development of museums and festivals
including the Museum of Islamic Art (MIA) and MIA Park, Mathaf: Arab Museum of Modern Art,
the National Museum of Qatar (NMoQ), 3-2-1 Qatar Olympic and Sports Museum, ALRIWAQ, and
QM Gallery Katara. Future projects include Dadu: Children’s Museum of Qatar, Art Mill Museum,
Qatar Auto Museum and the Lusail Museum.
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Through its newly created Creative Hub,

QM also initiates and supports projects-
such as the Fire Station, the Tasweer Photo
Festival Qatar, M7, the creative hub for
innovation, fashion and design, Liwan Design
Studios and Labs, and the Design Doha
Biennial that nurtures artistic talent and
creates opportunities to build a strong and
sustainable cultural infrastructure.
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Animating everything that Qatar Museums
does is an authentic connection to Qatar
and its heritage, a steadfast commitment to
inclusivity and accessibility, and a belief in
creating value through invention.
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Existing Institutions

Founded in 2008, the Museum of Islamic Art
(MIA), led by Director Shaika Nasser Al-Nassr,
was one of the first projects initiated by QM.
Designed by the renowned Chinese Ameri-
can architect I. M. Pei, the MIA is a globally
acclaimed museum that stands majestically
on Doha’s Corniche, with panoramic views of
the city’s waterfront. The museum showcases
Qatar’s world-class collections of Islamic art
spanning some 1,300 years. Representing the
full scope of Islamic art from the 7th to the
21st centuries, the MIA collection includes
manuscripts, ceramics, metalwork, glass, ivo-
ry, textiles, carpets, wood, and jewellery.
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Mathaf: Arab Museum of Modern Art serves
as the Arab world’s leading modern and
contemporary art museum. The Museum
offers a welcoming, vibrant environment

that invites evolving discussions about
modern art in the region and beyond. Home
to a permanent collection that offers a
distinctively unique comprehensive overview
of modern and contemporary art from

North Africa and the Middle East, Mathaf
(«museum» in Arabic) also performs a vital
role as a centre for dialogue and scholarship
and a resource for fostering creativity. Mathaf
was opened in 2010 by Qatar Museums in
partnership with Qatar Foundation (QF) and
is located in Education City.
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The collection has been curated from three
continents, including countries across the
Middle East, and reaching as far as Spain and
China. In addition, MIA presents a diverse
and rich programme of exhibitions illustrating
the heritage of the Islamic world, as well as
extensive educational activities for school
children and families, making the museum

a vital part of the community. The MIA has
become a popular museum in the region

and internationally, attracting hundreds of
thousands of visitors annually.
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The Museum was founded by H.E. Sheikh Hassan bin Mohammed bin Ali Al Thani, who began
collecting in the 1980s with the acquisition of works by Qatari artists. Sheikh Hassan later
broadened his focus to include works by 20t"-century artists throughout the Middle East,
North Africa, and the Arab Diaspora. An initial group of works assembled by Sheikh Hassan
was donated to the public institution. Over the past decade, Mathaf has hugely contributed
to research and debate around modern and contemporary art, made available to scholars and
audiences through the Mathaf Encyclopedia of Modern Art and the Arab World. Zeina Arida
serves as Director.
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The National Museum of Qatar (NMoQ) preserves and celebrates the history of Qatar. It
engages with its present and inspires the country’s ambitions for the future. The Museum,
which opened in March 2019, gives voice to the country’s culture and heritage through artefacts,
oral histories, music, films, and artworks. The NMoQ takes the visitor on an immersive and
multisensory journey of its 1.5 km thematic and chronological galleries. The iconic building,
designed by Pritzker Prize-winning architect Jean Nouvel, is inspired by the desert rose and
comprises large interlocking disks of different diameters and curvatures that surround the
restored historic palace of the late Sheikh Abdullah bin Jassim Al Thani, ruler of Qatar 1913 -
1949. Sheikh Abdulaziz Al Thani serves as Director.
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3-2-1 Qatar Olympic and Sports Museum is Qatar’s Museum of
sports history, offering an unforgettable and inspiring
interactive journey through the history and legacy of sports and
the Olympic Games. The Museum delivers a multi-layered
educational narrative that combines an extensive collection
with state-of-the-art technology and documents the
significance of sports in Qatar. One of the largest Olympic
Museums in the world, 3-2-1, comprises 19,000 square metres of
gallery space housing hundreds of objects from around the
globe, from the origins of sports to the modern day. Through its
participatory spaces and planned programming, the Museum
aims to inspire and engage its community and encourage the
public to participate in sports and physical activity. The
Museum is located at Khalifa International Stadium, part of
Qatar’s Aspire Zone Foundation. The Stadium, originally built in
1976, hosted the FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022™. Abdulla Yousuf
Al Mulla has served as director since 2019.
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The Fire Station is a world-class artist residency programme for residents of Qatar designed

to nurture, energise and promote the country’s artistic and creative community, and enrich the
art scene in Qatar. Founded in 2015 and located in a fire station repurposed by Qatari architect
Ibrahim Mohamed Jaidah, the Fire Station offers a nine-month programme for creatives across
all disciplines, enabling young artists to cultivate their talent through production support,
curatorial advice, and expert mentorships. Over the past nine years, the programme has
welcomed 158 artists and expanded its duration to include a three-month stint at the prestigious
Cite Internationale des Art in Paris and New York City at Studio 209 NY, which is part of the
International Studio & Curatorial Program (ISCP).

The Fire Station includes extensive studio spaces, a theatre, the popular restaurant Café #999,
an art supply shop, and gallery spaces presenting inspiring local and international exhibitions.
The Fire Station is headed by Wael Shawky.
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Future Institutions

Completing a cultural district that already comprises the Museum of Islamic Art, MIA Park

and the National Museum of Qatar, the Art Mill Museum is designed by ELEMENTAL, led by
Pritzker Prize-winning architect Alejandro Aravena. A signature public garden is designed by
VOGT Landscape Architects, led by Glinther Vogt. A creative village for arts, crafts and design
will provide recreational, learning and production resources for the general public and for the
creative communities of Qatar and beyond. The future Art Mill Museum will house an exceptional
and international art collection assembled over the past 40 years, with multidisciplinary works
of great diversity dating from 1830 to the present. In a main building of 80,000 square metres
(including 23,000 square metres of gallery spaces), the Art Mill Museum will display iconic
visual art, as well as architecture and design objects, films and film props, fashion, crafts, and
much more. A pioneering institution in the non-Western world, it will represent the modern and
contemporary arts of all regions of the globe on an equal basis, engaging local and international
audiences alike through multiple narratives of art history. The museum concept has been
developed by art historian and museum Director of Concept, Catherine Grenier and the
prefiguration team.
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Dadu, Children’s Museum of Qatar, will
provide a unique place for learning and
growth through inclusive, open-ended play,
exploration, and experimentation. Through
an oasis of stimulating, interactive, and
accessible indoor and outdoor experiences
for families in the heart of Doha, Dadu will
nurture children’s development, inspire

their curiosity, encourage collaboration and
dialogue, provide the tools to fuel creativity
and instill a sense of social responsibility.
Under development by Qatar Museums, the
new institution is designed by the Dutch
architecture firm UNStudio to challenge

and inspire children and advance the Qatar
National Vision 2030 for human, social,
economic and environmental development.
Although doors are not yet open, the Museum
is already engaging the community in Qatar
through programmes from family events with
allied organisations to museum-in-residences
in schools around Doha. Essa Al Mannai has
served as the Museum’s director since 2019.
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Lusail Museum will be one of Qatar’s major
cultural destinations, located on Al Maha
Island in Lusail, just north of Doha. Drawing
on its diverse, world-class collections of
Orientalist paintings, photography, film,
fashion, and decorative arts, and driven by
innovative in-depth thinking by the Lusail
Institute, the museum will serve as a dynamic
platform for shaping a global future through
dialogue and debate about art, cultures, and
power. The building’s design will reflect the
themes of movement, identity, and exchange
that are central to the museum’s mission.

Dr Julia Gonnella is the Director of Lusail
Museum.
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Conceived at the end of the oil age, the Qatar Auto Museum will be an engine that drives
design, research, inspiration, and innovation in new forms of mobility. The Museum is designed
by Office for Metropolitan Architecture (OMA) led by international architect and Pritzker Prize
winner Rem Koolhaas. It aims to bring together enthusiasts, collectors, designers, policymakers,
students, and engineers with permanent and temporary exhibitions and global events to

learn about the history of the car and shape the ways we will move in the future. Through

its partnerships with educational and tourism sectors, car manufacturers, and community
organisations, the Qatar Auto Museum will instigate collaborative investment in the creative
economy. Dr Alkindi Aljawabra serves as director.
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The Qatar Preparatory School currently
under development in Doha, will be the first
vocational school for the creative industries

in the country. This educational institution

is strategically planned to revitalise creative
production in Qatar and develop a skilled

and inspired workforce to drive the new
creative economy. The curriculum and
facilities will attract and train students,
support professional practice, and provide
upskilling and reskilling opportunities. An
interdisciplinary pedagogical model proposes
to combine traditional crafts like woodworking
and glassblowing with advanced digital design
technologies, including rapid prototyping and
parametric modelling. Thomas Modeen serves
as director.
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Tasweer Photo Festival Qatar is the nation’s premier photography biennial. The dynamic
programme features exhibitions, awards, commissions, collaborations, presentations and
workshops focused on amplifying diverse photographic practices and dialogues, supporting the
personal, professional, and creative growth of photographers based in the West Asia and North
Africa (WANA) region, and providing a platform for local talent to gain international exposure
and networking opportunities.
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The Design Doha Biennial is Qatar’s platform for local, regional, and global design excellence.
Established by Qatar Museums under the leadership of its Chairperson, Her Excellency

Sheikha Al Mayassa bint Hamad bin Khalifa Al Thani, the initiative is comprised of exhibitions,
commissions, and associated programming. Projects are developed in close collaboration with
local institutions such as M7, Liwan, VCU Qatar, and Msheireb Properties, as well as international
partners, establishing a strong base of support and fostering a sense of community ownership.
The event is held every two years, providing an ongoing focus for the rising energy of Qatar’s
creative sector. Fahad Al Obaidly serves as Director, with Glenn Adamson as Artistic Director.
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A major new project under Qatar

Museums, Rubaiya Qatar is a nationwide
multidisciplinary quadrennial exhibition
presented across multiple sites in Qatar. The
curatorial vision for Rubaiya Qatar creates
the conditions for such questions to be raised
in evocative ways. The thematic framing is
inspired by Qatar’s geographical positioning
as a crossroads for cultural discourse and
exchange, drawing from the process of pearl
formation as a metaphor for the development
of culture. Rubaiya Qatar examines the
introduction of irritants into a system, such
as sand into an oyster, that are then absorbed
by the host, turning into something new. The
exhibition aims to uncover how that which
appears to be a whole is in fact a coming
together of different materials and realities
over time. Sheikha Alanood Hamad Al Thani
serves as Director of Rubaiya Qatar. Tom
Eccles and Mark Rappolt serve as the Artistic
Directors.
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HERITAGE AND ARCHAEOLOGY

Qatar Museums is committed to discovering,
researching, protecting, conserving, and
promoting Qatar’s diverse archaeological

and heritage sites. The country is home to
hundreds of documented locations, including
prehistoric sites, pre-Islamic cemeteries,
Abbasid settlements, stone fish traps, and
heritage architecture. To enhance visitor
experiences, Qatar Museums introduced
educational self-guiding signage at six
exceptional sites: Barzan Towers, Al Rekayat
Fort, Al Ruwaida Archaeological Site, Al
Jassasiya Rock Art Site, Zekreet Fort, and the
country’s first UNESCO World Heritage Site, Al
Zubarah Archaeological Site. The preservation
of these sites and their artefacts ensures that
they are protected for future generations to
enjoy and to study. They provide a tangible
link to the local communities’ past and Qatar’s
cultural legacy, and are an important part of
global patrimony.
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PUBLIC ART

olall ;all

Qatar Museums’ extensive programme of
public art demonstrates its commitment

to bringing art directly to the people and
expanding everyone’s creative horizons.
Highlights of the public artworks on view,
which enrich the lives of all citizens, include
the neon installation A Blessing in Disguise by
Ghada Al Khater at the Fire Station; Smoke,
a sculpture by Tony Smith at the Doha
Exhibition & Convention Centre; East-West/
West-East, a monumental sculpture in the
heart of the Qatar desert by Richard Serra;
Gandhi’s Three Monkeys by Subodh Gupta
at Katara Cultural Village; and Maman, a
sculpture by Louise Bourgeois in the form
of a giant steel spider at the Qatar National
Convention Centre, Qatar Foundation.
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QM also collaborates with the Hamad
International Airport (HIA), where major
artworks created by local, regional, and
international artists—including Adel
Abdessemed, Ahmed Al Bahrani, Dia al-
Azzawi, Mubarak Al Malik, Salman Al-Malik,
Amal Al Rabban, Tom Claassen, Urs Fischer,
Ali Hassan, KAWS, Tom Otterness, and Bill
Viola—can be seen.
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QM also supports a variety of initiatives that
aim to engage with contemporary artists

in Qatar, an “Annual Intervention” open call
inviting artists to propose a placemaking
public artwork; the “Temporary Public Art”
open call, inviting early-career artists; i.e
university students and recently graduated
alumni to create a temporary public artwork
to be placed in Liwan Design Studios and
Labs; and JEDARIART, an annual programme
activating the city walls bringing together
artists through murals to enrich daily life and
encourage the community to reflect on social,
historical, and cultural issues. Each year, the
public art programme also presents World
Wide Walls: Doha, a week-long mural festival
exclusive to the MENA region.
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DESIGN IN QATAR

Qatar’s design industry is expanding, blending
traditional craftsmanship with contemporary
innovation, emerging designers incubated at
M7, while international collaborations (e.g.,
Years of Culture programmes) highlight
Qatar’s role globally. Initiatives like the

Design Doha Biennial, Qatar’s first dedicated
design biennial, bringing global and regional
designers together, have elevated Qatar’s
presence in the global design industry.

1ba e Gilaall jul - aualail olgedll

$3949 - joleall jliudllg araudaill capall (ur go
oaclnll proanall plaial (né jgao ljga M7
2ol lgra Lo audgall Cilsl il Gudei Loiw
aalull (ple gl oliall jgall asalaill olgeill
393 (llin Jio ciljalio Cijje Lok érollell

J4 pbii ouenill dnnie alled Jgi ,ouonill
ool Gronnall ganig Jhd dlga (pd (uole
Hod dlga jgia /daalg dndo (o Gurlgallg

. ollsll panill glba (na lgiildog

— 37



aauluodl il dalesw dald Caai M7 j450 pod caabio Gl
agclayll il il anidag ik bl wnili JTaaya o a0a Ci
Jyadl Josug Laglgisillg rm,a.m]lg cbjdll caallao ,Jm adlil
Jlocdll calido o alpadll rc>|.x)| ailgii 2daug gl I).OJ.O adangs
Ol Gaosdall clapill (po 13ac jApoll carniiugg ibalallg
wAyleoll aoiaii cily (pll e sdyclaulll doghiall Hgoaay

los dolell iLiilaillg wlylgall pglni aolug sdseuleill xolpllg
byyi dnndio alidyl aoly pe caalgall pghi (nle M7 jay
asig ollall hil alito 40 Guigo Gacases pha ré Gudiell
Jlbl (na phé canlis lgijgh (il ilabedl s3a] j4poll 1o
i dolaiunog &ygd &4alad duini &y clwy] (nl] axolpll Loagga
M7 j410 pao cunio nbabuall ailé lgo Jéuiiig .algall

Established by Qatar Museums under the leadership of

its Chairperson, Her Excellency Sheikha Al Mayassa bint
Hamad bin Khalifa Al Thani, M7 is Qatar’s creative startup
hub dedicated to fashion, design and technology. The
creative hub is a catalyst for creativity in people of all

ages and backgrounds. M7 hosts a number of resident
partners that serve the creative ecosystem as well as
exhibitions, educational and skill-based programmes and
public discussions. The hub cultivates talent through expert
mentorships, connecting Qatar’s innovators with influential
creatives from around the world. M7 is one of multiple
initiatives developed and supported by Qatar Museums to help
build a strong and sustainable cultural infrastructure in Qatar.
Maha Ghanim Al Sulaiti serves as M7’s Director.
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Train aspiring entrepreneurs in creative
fields.

Advance the careers of Qataris and residents
of Qatar in the creative industries, with a
focus on fashion and design.
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Help connect Qatar’s creative innovators with
the world.

Spark creativity in people of all ages and
backgrounds through exhibitions, educational
and skill-based programmes, and public
discussions.
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The five-storey, 29,000-square-metre

facility is located in the heart of Msheireb
Downtown Doha, the mixed-use development
that is reviving the city’s historic core as a
sustainable live-work neighbourhood.

Located in a historic mid-century building in
downtown Msheireb, Liwan Design Studios
and Labs offers a unique space committed
to supporting and connecting Qatar's
burgeoning creative community. Liwan is
housed in an imaginatively repurposed
historic building that was the first officially
recognised school for girls in Qatar, founded
by education pioneer Amna Mahmoud Al
Jaida. The original school, named Banat El
Doha, opened in the late 1950s, and over
the years it was renamed Umm Almo'mneen
Primary School.
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Led by multidisciplinary Qatari designer
Aisha Bint Nasser Al Sowaidi as its Director,
Liwan provides the designers who join as
members with state-of-the-art labs for
pottery, leatherworking, digital photography
and prototyping, as well as private and shared
studios, giving them the resources needed to
advance their work.
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FILM IN QATAR

Through a variety of programmes and
initiatives Qatar seeks to support the growth
of its local film industry. The Doha Film
Institute (DFI) is the principal vehicle for
growing Qatar’s film scene and is committed
to inspiring talented individuals in their
pursuit of creating and learning about great
cinema. Films supported by the DFI go on to

participate in major festivals around the world.

Ten DFI-financed films have been nominated
for Academy Awards and Asghar Farhadi’s
The Salesman won an Oscar in 2017.
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Doha Film Institute launched the inaugural
Doha Film Festival in November 2025 as an
updated version of the long-running Ajyal
Film Festival. The youth-focused Ajyal (the
Arabic word for ‘generations”) will remain an
integral part of the new Doha Film Festival.
The festival’'s young jurors will also participate
in voting for their favorite films in the new
festival.

Doha Film Institute also hosts the talent
incubator Qumra annually each March. First
and second-time filmmakers, all DFI grantees,
receive mentoring, masterclasses, and
working sessions with leading international
figures.
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Art Basel Qatar

Debuted in Doha from 5-7 February 2026,
Art Basel Qatar embedded itself in Qatar’s
vibrant cultural landscape and provided an
unparalleled platform to showcase leading
galleries and artistic talent from the Middle
East, North Africa, South Asia, and further
afield. The new fair was the centerpiece of a
one-of-a-kind partnership between Art Basel;
its parent company MCH Group; Qatar Sports
Investments (QSI), a major investor in sports,
culture, entertainment and lifestyle; and QC+,
a strategic and creative collective specialising
in cultural commerce.
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Economy (IMO, GCO)

Recent economic performance indicators showcase Qatar’s resilience and growth, with a 1.2%
annual increase in real GDP in Q3 2023 and an impressive 4% increase compared to Q2 in the
previous year. This progress coincided with improved financial performance indicators, most
notably ranking 11™ in the 2024 World Competitiveness Report. In addition, Qatar received

an upgraded AAZ2 credit rating from Moody’s, who revised their outlook to “stable” based on
positive financial metrics achieved from 2021 to 2023. Fitch Ratings upgraded Qatar’s rating
to AA in 2024 as revenues from LNG are expected to lead to budget surpluses until the next
decade.
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In the past three decades, Qatar’s economy
has grown 38-fold. According to the World
Bank Gulf Economic Update, further growth
is anticipated in the nonhydrocarbon sectors,
reaching 3.6%, propelled by tourist arrivals
and large events.

This accelerated growth has positioned Qatar as a key economic player in the Middle East and
a global hub for investment, trade, and tourism, offering an environment conducive for startups,
entrepreneurs, and the technology sector. In addition, the country’s successful hosting of major
international events like the FIFA World Cup 2022™, Qatar Economic Forum, and Web Summit
Qatar further underscores its growing global influence.
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Qatar continues to implement business-friendly
measures to drive sustainable economic growth
and develop its entrepreneurial environment.
Qatar has adopted significant measures to
attract foreign direct investment, with foreign
investors enjoying competitive benefits

such as:
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Il alydil dale] &yja

W Repatriation of profits

Jlocill aocla Silelja) 3uaii ha alga Jnlgig
Rj=ig plriuall saloisl goill gaa (pl] casgs
oo degono algall Cusail adg . Jlocdll aalyy &y
Jlodiwtll cilbéil (nl] daalgll dypmgall plaill
ailadll ypodivaadd alif Lo /diluadl uia il
Lnjpl o0 /833210 Gwalid Lo oo dalatudll

tsalio (ol ki Saigils
(sl plall gl

A legal environment based on
English common law
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Women in the Workforce (MOFA)

Qatar has made considerable progress in empowering women, with female participation in the
workforce increasing from 37% to 42% between 2016-2021, and a growing number of female
candidates in politics. Most recent data from MOFA indicates that women represent more than
58.3% of the local workforce, with strong representation in foreign policy, security, judiciary,
and the military, achieving a 15% share in entrepreneurship with investments amounting to $25
billion.
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Trade Between Qatar and Canada

Merchandise trade between Qatar and Canada reached USD
316 million in 2023, increasing to about USD 325 million in
2024. Canada’s exports to Qatar include aircraft components,
pharmaceuticals, and agricultural products, while Qatar’s
exports to Canada include aluminium, fertilisers, and
petrochemicals.

Cooperation spans aviation training, education, Al research,

and technology, supported by bilateral MoUs and research
partnerships.
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Trade Between Qatar and Mexico

In 2023, merchandise trade between Qatar and Mexico
totalled USD 233 million. Mexico’s exports to Qatar ranged
from vehicles to agricultural products, while Qatar’s exports to
Mexico included petroleum and fertiliser products, as well as
plastics and woven fabrics.

Bilateral engagement has expanded through MoUs on energy,
culture, sports, and finance, including cooperation agreements
between Bancomext and Qatari banks.
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Tourism (IMO)

As a country located between the East and
West, about 80% of the world’s population
lives within a 6-hour flight, and nationals
from more than 95 countries can enter Qatar
without a visa. Qatar’s National Tourism
Sector Strategy focuses on several key areas
that reflect the country’s commitment to
strengthening the tourism sector:

e Cultivating a rich collection of
museums and cultural highlights;

e Hosting world-class conventions and
exhibitions;

e Bringing a plethora of sporting
events to the country;

e Constructing exceptional urban
developments;

e Promoting outstanding educational
opportunities at world-class
universities;

e Building a new ultramodern airport
and one of the world’s most
advanced rail transit systems.
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Visitors from Canada
Approximately 37,700 Canadian tourists visited Qatar in 2023,
supported by Qatar Airways’ Montréal-Doha route.
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Visitors from Mexico

Several thousand tourists from Mexico visit Qatar annually.
Nearly 100,000 Mexican fans travelled to Qatar for the
FIFA World Cup 2022™, representing one of the largest fan
contingents.
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Education (IMO)

Education is a key national priority for Qatar,
with the country making substantial invest-
ments in educational development to create
a unique learning environment based on the
highest international standards.

Situated in Education City, Qatar houses
branches of renowned international universi-
ties including Weill Cornell Medical College,
Carnegie Mellon University, Texas A&M
University, Northwestern University, Virginia
Commonwealth University School of the Arts,
Georgetown University School of Foreign
Service in Qatar, and HEC Paris. Additionally,
Qatar University, the national university, has
gained significant recognition on the global
stage, ranking 173rd in the 2024 QS World
University Rankings. Complementing this is
Hamad Bin Khalifa University (HBKU), a na-
tional institution within Education City, which
focuses on pioneering research and innova-
tion, contributing to Qatar’s knowledge-based
economy.
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Education Above All
Foundation (IMO)

Recognising the importance of education in
delivering lasting, sustainable, and inclusive
change, Education Above All Foundation
(EAA) believes in harnessing all efforts to
guarantee safe and high-quality education to
millions of marginalised children and youth
across the world.

EAA has provided education to more than 16
million out-of-school children in 59 countries.
This has been achieved through EAA’s
various programmes, which include Educate
A Child (EAC), Reach Out To Asia (ROTA), Al
Fakhoora, Protect Education in Insecurity and
Conflict (PEIC), Together Project, and Youth
Advocacy Programme.
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Sports

Qatar’s growing status in the sports arena is
not limited to its hosting capabilities. Qatari
athletes’ participation at the highest levels
of international competition exemplifies

the country’s success in developing its
sports infrastructure and talent pool. Qatar’s
national football team - known by its fans as
‘Al Annabi’ (The Maroons) — were crowned
champions of the AFC Asian Cup for the
second consecutive time in 2023. Al Annabi
also took the Arabian Gulf Cup home three
times - in 1992, 2004, and 2014 - in addition
to securing the gold medal in the 2006 Asian
Games in Doha, showcasing the rich spectrum
of Qatar’s sporting prowess.
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Traditional Sports
(Visit Qatar)

Falconry is a traditional sport in Qatar and

is part of the country’s intangible heritage.

It is possible to purchase a falcon at the
dedicated falcon market, which also contains
a falcon hospital. The national carrier, Qatar
Airways allows travellers to carry falcons

in its Economy Class cabins of its aircraft;
permitting a maximum of six falcons in any
one plane.

The country has a long history of camel
racing and now features robot jockeys -
miniature humanoid robots connected to their
trainers by remote-control walkie-talkies.

Equestrian sports are also an important part
of Qatar’s sporting landscape, with Al Shagab
Equestrian Centre within Education City home
to some of the finest Arabian steeds.
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FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022™
(IMO)

From 20 November to 18 December 2022,

the State of Qatar welcomed more than 1.4
million fans from all over the world as part of
its successful hosting of the FIFA World Cup
Qatar 2022™ - the first World Cup held in the
Arab region. The stadiums for the FIFA World
Cup Qatar 2022™ were designed by some of
the world’s leading architects, and are some of
the most ambitious, visually exciting venues in
the world. Each venue was designed to reflect
Qatari and Arab culture while prioritising
accessibility, comfort, sustainability, and
post-tournament legacy use.
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Canadian Fans During FIFA World Cup
2022™

Canada returned to the World Cup after 36 years, with strong
fan turnout at Education City Stadium and fan festivals.
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Mexican Fans During FIFA World Cup
2022™

Mexico had one of the largest non-Arab fan bases, with
cultural performances and community events across Souq
Wagqif, Lusail Boulevard, and fan zones.
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Innovation (GCO)

Qatar has built an energy sector globally
recognised for its efficiency in liquefied
natural gas (LNG) production, marked by
lower emissions compared to its counterparts.
Qatar has also achieved remarkable success in
the recycling of water, a key scarce resource,
treating an impressive 99.7% of wastewater,
rendering it suitable for landscape irrigation.
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Qatar Science and
Technology Park (GCO)

As one of the first countries to ratify the
United Nations Framework Convention on
Climate Change in 1996, Qatar has a long-
standing commitment to addressing global
environmental challenges. The Qatar Science
and Technology Park (QSTP) is a leading hub
of applied research, technology innovation,
incubation, and entrepreneurship. Several

of its projects aim to deliver cleaner burning
and more efficient fuels while identifying new
ways of producing energy. Established by the
Qatar Foundation for Education, Science and
Community Development, the Earthna Center
focuses on achieving sustainable development
and supporting Qatar’s local and global
aspirations.
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Qatar Environment and Energy
Research Institute (GCO)

The Qatar Environment and Energy Research
Institute (QEERI) conducts and coordinates
long-term and multidisciplinary research that
addresses critical national priorities related to
water security, energy, and the environment.
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Al Kharsaah Solar Power Plant
(IMO)

Al Kharsaah Solar Power Plant is Qatar’s first
large-scale solar power plant and one of the
largest plants of its kind in the region in terms
of size and capacity. Inaugurated in October
2022, its 1.8 million solar panels provide 10%
of the country’s energy requirements through
the power grid and will contribute to a
reduction of 26 million tons of CO, emissions
over the project’s lifespan.
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Entrepreneurial Development
in Technology (QDB)

The Startup Qatar Investment Program,
powered by Qatar Development Bank (QDB),
aims to attract tech startups to establish or
expand operations in Qatar. The programme
offers funding of up to $500,000 or 1.8 million
Qatari riyals for startups looking to establish
a presence in Qatar and up to $5 million or

18 million Qatari riyals for established global
startups seeking to grow their operations in
the Qatari market. Tech startups focused on
high-growth, innovative business ideas and/or
knowledge-based concepts with the potential
to generate significant value and contribute
to Qatar’s economic expansion are a priority.
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Ammonia-7 (IMO)

QatarEnergy Renewable Solutions and Qatar
Fertiliser Company (QAFCO) are constructing
an Ammonia-7 facility, the world’s largest Blue
Ammonia project, valued at approximately $1
billion or 3.6 billion Qatari riyals. Blue ammonia
is a low-carbon intensity fuel used in marine,
power, and industrial applications, which
reduces climate impact.
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Qatar-Canada Tech Cooperation

e In 2024, Qatar’s Ministry of Communications and Information Technology

(MCIT) and Global Affairs Canada signed an MoU on digital economy, Al,
and innovation cooperation.

° Hamad Bin Khalifa University (HBKU) collaborates with Mitacs, a Canadian

national research innovation organisation that funds R&D and talent
exchanges between universities, governments, and other sectors.

e Canadian tech participation in Web Summit Qatar and Qatar Science and

Technology Park (QSTP) includes startups in Al, fintech, cybersecurity,
digital health, and clean-tech, supported by groups such as Startup
Canada, Communitech, and the Canadian Trade Commissioner Service.

70 Years of Culture - Key Facts About Qatar




clowballg pbad Gu raglgididl Gglell

O9leillg .anbllg ouleillg aslhll Gillao Joulii oalai Giljdse gragi sy @
loiug bl anylall a)lbsld (idagll il G Gibalail lgio o plladl
-aagadl eliyg (syladll il Jlof\.ub.n

aolaiundllg axeljjll baglgisill (ualke (na Gaadull G ogleill Glal guid @
ol jbs Ao (o clwball adline clla (ple 2l pag guindlg
guwi] dibdled (pl] aalal elsell dcling pilazll (oill fhad yajleog « algall
&ilong (aliodl peill go carsill alilall acljjll (nle Cajhy gl aagall 2023
Jagloull ggidll

" Sl nalaill gguwdll” Lgiss (o 8)lauwdl lgiald aoly pc dilsell Gijjei @
Sleag aaedl lgall jha glhaygo JUa cajallg nghll yagyeg (jlis (na
g0 ilaidl (gleillg Jaypball dygall hgball go a4 puired! (ualiwd! augll
guwi] né il pgull Cudllaialg cliwboll aliag oula il aagall dumgo
Hhay aglglll na &palad Ciluaol Liila il 1dagall 2023

Qatar-Mexico Tech Cooperation

° MoUs covering energy, education, sports, and financial cooperation have
been signed, including agreements between Bancomext and Qatari banks
like Commercial Bank and Doha Bank.

e  Both countries have growing engagement in agritech, sustainability, and
manufacturing, such as Mexico’s participation in AgriteQ and Qatar’s food-
security and food-industry expos, as well Expo 2023 Doha on climate-
resilient agriculture and biodiversity.

e  Ties have been strengthened through embassy-led programmes such as
Mexican Cultural Week at Katara, culinary and craft showcases during
Qatar International Food Festival (QIFF), coordinated tourism promotions
with Qatar Airways, film collaborations with the Doha Film Institute (DFI),
Mexico’s pavilion and National Day celebrations at Expo 2023 Doha, and
cultural evenings at The Pearl-Qatar.
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Urban Development (IMO, GCO)

Qatar is home to Lusail City and Msheireb
Downtown Doha - both smart and sustainable
cities — that were designed to combine planet-
friendly technology with optimised urban
planning.
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Hamad International Airport
(Visit Qatar)

Hamad International Airport is known for
its swooping wave-like curves and tranquil
atmosphere. The terminal and concourses,
designed by the architecture firm HOK,
offer a seamless experience from check-in
and immigration to baggage claims. It has
been named the World’s Best Airport three
times (2021, 2022, and 2024) and has been
praised by the Skytrax Awards as the most
architecturally significant terminal complex
in the world. In 2024, it won awards for the
World’s Best Airport Shopping and the Best
Airport in the Middle East.
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Doha Metro (GCO)

Doha Metro has one of the fastest driverless
train systems in the world, reaching speeds
of up to 100km/h, to transport passengers
across Doha via 37 stations and three lines.
The metro, which started operating in May
2019, serves as the backbone of the public
transport system in the Greater Doha Area
and aims to encourage public transportation
use as a valid and clean alternative to private
modes of transport.
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Katara Traditional Dhow
Festival

Held annually at Katara
Cultural Village, this festival
showcases Qatar’s maritime
heritage through traditional
dhow displays, craft
demonstrations, and cultural
performances. It offers

an immersive experience
reflecting the country’s
historical reliance on fishing,
pearl diving, and trade.

1ba e Gilaall jul - aualail olgell

Qatar International
Falcons and Hunting
Festival (Marmi)

An annual heritage festival
organised by the Qatari
Society of Al Gannas,
dedicated to falconry as

a core element of Qatari
identity. The event includes
structured competitions,
exhibitions, and cultural
programming designed to
preserve traditional hunting
practices while engaging
both specialists and the
wider public.

Katara International
Arabian Horse Festival

A flagship annual heritage
event organised by the
Katara Cultural Village
Foundation, celebrating

the cultural and historical
significance of Arabian
horses. The festival features
international championships,
exhibitions, and heritage
showcases, combining

elite equestrian sport with
traditional programming.
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Souq Wagqif Equestrian
Festival

An annual heritage festival
held at Souq Wagqif,
showcasing traditional horse
displays, parades, and public
performances in a culturally
immersive setting.

S’hail Exhibition

A recurring annual exhibition
hosted at Katara, focusing
on falconry equipment

and hunting tools. It

brings together local and
international exhibitors and
reinforces Qatar’s position as
a regional hub for falconry
culture and craftsmanship.

Local Dates Festival

An annual agricultural festival
organised by the Ministry of
Municipality Qatar, promoting
locally grown dates and
supporting farmers. The
event highlights traditional
food culture while aligning
with Qatar’s broader food
security strategy.
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Qatar Balloon Festival

An annual outdoor festival
featuring large-scale hot

air balloon displays, sunrise
launches, and nightglow
shows, complemented by live
entertainment and family-
friendly activities, creating

a distinctive visual tourism
experience.

Qatar International Food
Festival

A flagship annual culinary
festival organised by
Visit Qatar, bringing
together international
cuisine, renowned chefs,
and immersive food
experiences. It includes
live cooking, workshops,
and entertainment, serving
as a major platform for
showcasing Qatar’s
hospitality sector.

Shop Qatar

An annual nationwide retail
and entertainment festival
organised by Visit Qatar,
spanning major malls and
commercial districts. It
combines large-scale retail
promotions with raffles, live
entertainment, and family-
oriented activities, making
it one of the country’s
most accessible visitor
experiences.
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Qatar Toy Festival Qatar Kite Festival
An annual indoor entertainment event A recurring annual outdoor event featuring
designed for children and families, featuring international kite displays and workshops.
themed zones, live shows, branded The festival combines visual spectacle with
experiences, and interactive activities participatory experiences, making it a popular
that transform venues into immersive play family-oriented attraction.

environments.
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Doha International Book
Fair

An established annual
book fair organised by the
Ministry of Culture Qatar,
bringing together hundreds
of publishers and cultural
institutions. It includes
seminars, workshops, and
literary programming,
positioning Doha as a
regional centre for publishing
and knowledge exchange.
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Katara European Jazz
Festival

An annual music festival
hosted at Katara in
collaboration with European
cultural partners, presenting
live jazz performances that
promote cross-cultural
dialogue and artistic diversity.

Qatar International Art
Festival

An annual art festival hosted
at Katara, bringing together
artists from around the
world to exhibit their work,
conduct workshops, and
engage with the public. The
festival promotes artistic
exchange and positions
Doha as a platform for global
contemporary art.
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Qumra

An annual industry-focused initiative
supporting emerging filmmakers through
mentorship, development programmes, and
networking opportunities with global experts,
reinforcing Doha’s role in film production and
development.
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Doha Film Festival

Qatar’s flagship annual international film
festival organised by the Doha Film Institute,
featuring global cinema, competitions,
industry talks, and public screenings. It serves
as a major platform for regional storytelling
and international film engagement.
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FIA World Endurance MotoGP Qatar Grand Prix ~ Formula 1 Qatar Grand
Championship A long-standing annual Prix

An annual endurance racing international motorcycle A flagship annual

event hosted at Lusail, racing event held in Qatar, motorsport event held at
featuring long-format races known for its night race Lusail International Circuit,
that test performance, format and global audience. featuring Formula 1teams
reliability, and team strategy. and drivers in a globally

broadcast race weekend that
combines high-performance
sport with large-scale
entertainment.
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H.H. The Amir's Sword
International Equestrian
Festival

One of Qatar’s most
prestigious annual equestrian
events, organised by Qatar
Equestrian Federation,
featuring top-level
international competitions in
show jumping, dressage, and
endurance.

Qatar TotalEnergies Open

A leading annual women’s
tennis tournament on the
WTA circuit, consistently

bringing elite players to Doha.

Qatar ExxonMobil Open

An established ATP 500
tournament and one of only
two ATP Tour events held in
the Middle East, attracting
top-ranked international
players and serving as a
key fixture in Qatar’s global
sports calendar.

Years of Culture - Key Facts About Qatar

84



Hlpa
February

algall jyiulo shad dlghay

didlghull daial go leja Jhuiig «Hardga Gucdl
awallell

Joagi
November

el Joald (plgall cadidl page

addll pa olad anjell Jall (sgiw (nlga gaje
oubai pleo §ag ad)Lirell Jouall aai pbug
Jlaoll aa (o b aalyy pudsug sarolle

Qatar Masters

A long-running annual professional golf
tournament featuring international players
and contributing to Qatar’s global sporting
profile.
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Al Shaqab International Arabian Horse
Show

An annual international horse show hosted
by Al Shaqab, featuring elite Arabian horse
competitions judged to global standards. It
highlights Qatar’s leadership in Arabian horse
breeding and equestrian excellence.
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Doha Marathon

An annual international road race featuring
multiple categories and attracting both elite
and amateur runners, contributing to Qatar’s
growing sports participation culture.

Longines Global Champions Tour Doha

An annual elite show jumping event held
in Doha as part of the global LGCT circuit,
attracting top riders and horses worldwide.
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Doha Forum

An annual international
platform convening global
leaders, policymakers, and
experts to address major
geopolitical, economic, and
social challenges.
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Web Summit Qatar

An annual global technology
conference bringing together
startups, investors, and
industry leaders, positioning
Qatar as a regional hub

for innovation and digital
transformation.

Hospitality Qatar

A leading annual international
exhibition for hospitality,
tourism, and food service
industries, held at the Doha
Exhibition and Convention
Center. It connects global
suppliers, investors, and
industry professionals
through exhibitions,
workshops, and networking
opportunities.
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Qatar Boat Show

A recurring annual marine
exhibition showcasing
yachts, boats, and maritime
technologies, reflecting
Qatar’s growing leisure and
marine industries.
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AgriteQ

An annual exhibition
focused on agricultural
innovation, food security,
and sustainability, bringing
together local and
international stakeholders.

Qatar Economic Forum

An annual international
forum, powered by
Bloomberg, bringing together
global leaders to discuss
economic trends, investment,
energy, and geopolitical
developments.
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Cityscape Qatar

An annual real estate exhibition connecting
developers, investors, and stakeholders,
highlighting major property developments and
investment opportunities.

Project Qatar

One of the region’s largest annual
construction exhibitions, showcasing
infrastructure solutions, technologies, and
services.
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Education, Knowledge, and Global Dialogue
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WISH Summit (Biennial)

A global health policy summit initiated by
Qatar Foundation, focusing on healthcare
innovation, research, and policy solutions
through expert dialogue and evidence-based
recommendations.
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WISE Summit (Biennial)

An international platform initiated by Qatar
Foundation that brings together global
leaders, educators, and policymakers to
address challenges in education and promote
innovation, research, and collaboration.
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International Day of Education
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International Day of Education at Qatar BilAraby Initiative

Foundation An initiative by Qatar Foundation promoting
An annual programme hosted at Education Arabic language, creativity, and knowledge-
City marking the International Day of sharing through digital content, talks, and
Education, featuring talks, exhibitions, and public engagement events.

community activities that highlight the role of
education in sustainable development.
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