
Qatar, Argen+na, and Chile Officially Launch 2025 Year of Culture at Na+onal Museum of 
Qatar 

27 April 2025 – Doha, Qatar – Sheikha Al Mayassa bint Hamad bin Khalifa Al Thani officially inaugurated 
the Qatar, Argen?na and Chile 2025 Year of Culture in the presence of dignitaries, diplomats, and guests 
from Qatar and abroad. The occasion was accompanied by a cultural celebra?on at the Na?onal 
Museum of Qatar, spotligh?ng the deepening ?es between the Middle East and La?n America. The event 
was a key highlight of the Spring/Summer 2025 Season of Qatar Creates - a plaNorm dedicated to 
amplifying the voices of Qatar’s crea?ve industries and promo?ng cultural ac?vi?es within the country. 

Commen?ng on the importance of the ini?a?ve, His Excellency Guillermo Nicolás, Ambassador of 
Argen+na to Qatar, said: 
“The Year of Culture represents an extraordinary opportunity to strengthen the bonds between our 
countries by presen?ng the depth of Argen?ne culture. Through music, dance, art, and dialogue, we aim 
to strengthen mutual understanding and highlight the shared values that unite our peoples. From the 
elegance of tango to the powerful voices of our contemporary ar?sts, Argen?na is honoured to 
contribute to this unique cultural bridge. We are deeply grateful to Qatar for its openness and 
enthusiasm in celebra?ng the diversity of La?n America.” 

His Excellency Patricio Díaz Broughton, Ambassador of Chile to Qatar and the UAE, added: 
“This celebra?on marks a significant milestone in the cultural diplomacy between Chile and Qatar. The 
Year of Culture allows us to share the soul of Chile — our music, our art, our tradi?ons — with new 
audiences in the Gulf region. Establishing las?ng people-to-people connec?ons will help transcend 
borders for years to come. Qatar’s commitment to cultural exchange is truly commendable, and we look 
forward to a year filled with meaningful encounters, crea?ve collabora?ons, and deepened ?es between 
our na?ons and communi?es.” 

Special performances highlighted the musical and dance tradi?ons of Argen?na and Chile. Among the 
highlights was a performance by Argen?nian vocalist Clara Trio, who delivered a powerful interpreta?on 
of tradi?onal folkloric melodies. The Entre Pañuelos y Cuerdas dance group performed a Zamba, one of 
Argen?na’s most recognised folk dances, known for its slow movements and the symbolic use of 
handkerchiefs. 

From Chile, musician Vicente Allende, trained in Flamenco guitar by maestro Jorge Gómez, showcased 
the country’s folkloric soul. The Cueca Dance Group performed Cueca, Chile’s na?onal dance, marked by 
its rhythmic footwork and use of gesture to tell a story. 

The evening also marked the official opening of LATINOAMERICANO | Modern and Contemporary Art 
from Malba and Eduardo CostanAni CollecAons, a groundbreaking exhibi?on presented by Qatar 
Museums in collabora?on with Museo de Arte La?noamericano de Buenos Aires (Malba). Running un?l 
19 July 2025, the exhibi?on features nearly 170 works by more than 100 ar?sts across nine La?n 
American countries, including Frida Kahlo, Diego Rivera, and Fernando Botero. Marking the first major 
exhibi?on in the WANA region focused on La?n American modern and contemporary art, 
LATINOAMERICANO explores themes such as iden?ty, memory, and resistance. Marta Minujín’s Sculpture 
of Dreams extends the experience outdoors. The exhibi?on is co-curated by Qatar Museum’s Head of 
Interna?onal Exhibi?ons Issa Al Shirawi and Malba’s Chief Curator María Amalia García.  
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The 2025 Year of Culture will con?nue with a wide-ranging programme of exhibi?ons, performances, 
residencies, and community events designed to build mutual understanding and long-term partnerships 
between Qatar and La?n America. 

Further events and community celebra?ons will be announced throughout the year. For updates, follow 
Years of Culture on social media or visit the website at yearsofculture.qa. 

ENDS 

About Years of Culture 
The Years of Culture ini?a?ve, chaired by Her Excellency Sheikha Al Mayassa bint Hamad bin Khalifa Al 
Thani, spearheads long-las?ng cultural partnerships between Qatar and other na?ons. It exists to 
promote respect and understanding among diverse cultures and serves as a catalyst for bringing people 
together, nurturing connec?ons, encouraging dialogue, and deepening understanding. At its heart, Years 
of Culture celebrates the power of cultural exchange, which enriches Qatar’s ?es with partner countries 
beyond the dedicated year.  

Each year is organised with support from Qatar and partner countries’ cultural ins?tu?ons, ministries, 
founda?ons, and private and public sector partners, with assistance from Embassies in Qatar and 
abroad. Programmes are tailored to explore the unique nature of each partner country with a focus 
on cultural heritage, crea?ve industries, social and economic development, and innova?on. 

Previous Years of Culture have included: Qatar-Japan 2012, Qatar-UK 2013, Qatar-Brazil 2014, Qatar-
Türkiye 2015, Qatar-China 2016, Qatar-Germany 2017, Qatar-Russia 2018, Qatar-India 2019, Qatar-
France 2020, Qatar-USA 2021, Qatar-MENASA 2022, Qatar-Indonesia 2023, and Qatar-Morocco 2024.  

FIND US ONLINE: 
Years of Culture  
Website: yearsofculture.qa  
X: @YearsofCulture | Instagram: @YearsofCulture | Facebook: @YearsofCulture 

PRESS CONTACT 
Regional media: 
Anya Kotova 
akotova@qm.org.qa 

Interna?onal media: 
Julia Esposito 
Polskin Arts 
Julia.esposito@finnpartners.com   

2

http://yearsofculture.qa
https://twitter.com/YearsofCulture?ref_src=twsrc%255Egoogle%257Ctwcamp%255Eserp%257Ctwgr%255Eauthor
https://www.instagram.com/yearsofculture/
https://www.facebook.com/YearsofCulture/
mailto:Julia.esposito@finnpartners.com

